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Benjamin Franklin Bancorp Declares Dividend

FRANKLIN, MASSACHUSETTS (October 27, 2005): Benjamin Franklin Bancorp, Inc.
(the "Company" or "Benjamin Franklin") (Nasdaq: BFBC), the bank holding company
for Benjamin Franklin Bank (the “Bank”), today announced that its Board of Directors
declared a quarterly cash dividend of $0.03 per common share. This dividend will be
payable November 28, 2005 to stockholders of record as of the close of business on
November 14, 2005.

Benjamin Franklin currently operates 9 full-service branches in the greater Boston area.
Total assets of the Company as of September 30, 2005 were $856.2 million.



